Mrs. Bentley’s

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY CLASS

The National College Board determines and regulates the curriculum of all high school AP courses.  This is to ensure that the program is consistent nationwide.  In order for Cousino to use the designation of “AP” or “Advanced Placement” on your transcript, we must prove to the College Board that their requirement of chemistry content is being met.  Therefore, you can expect a rigorous workload with approximately an hour per day of studying at home.  You may also be required to stay after school once a week to complete labs or other assignments.  If you feel that you will not be able to comply with these time requirements, please see your counselor ASAP. 

The AP chemistry test will be given in May and costs approximately $85.  More information will be given as the date of the test approaches.  No one is required to take the AP test, however, everyone is encouraged to do so.  I will be treating all of you the same whether you decide to take the test or not.  This means that everyone will be expected to tackle the same workload.
PURPOSE


The purpose of this class is to not only to prepare you for the AP chemistry exam, but also to provide in depth coverage of the concepts taught in first year college chemistry.

MATERIALS

· AP chem. Textbook

· Notebook or binder with dividers/paper

· 2- Bound lab notebooks with quad-ruled graphing paper

· Scientific calculator (need not be graphing)

· Small sets of Post-It notes (these are helpful, but not required)

GENERAL CLASSROOM RULES:
BE RESPECTFUL OF YOURSELF AND OTHERS 

BE PREPARED

BE HONEST

TRY YOUR BEST

· Because this is a chemistry lab room and we are working with dangerous chemicals, there is to be no food consumed in the classroom.  Bottled water or a capped beverage is allowed (anything that will not spill out when tipped). 

· CHEATING IS NOT TOLERATED.

If you are found cheating in any way, you will receive a zero on the assignment (including quizzes/tests).  A referral/call home may also occur.

While in class and school you are expected to behave in an appropriate manner.  Failure to obey these rules will result in calls home to parents, referrals, and possible removal from class.

GRADING

· Grades will be calculated using the WCS grading policy.  Assessments will account for 75% or your report card grade, and homework will account for 25%.

98% -100%         A+                        77% - 79%               C+

93% - 97%          A                          73% - 76%               C

90% - 92%          A-                         70% - 72%               C-

87% - 89%          B+                        67% - 69%               D+

83% - 86%          B                          63% - 66%               D

80% - 82%          B-                         60% - 62%               D-

                                                                          50% - 59%               E

                                                                           0% - 49%                F

· Honor Point:  You have the opportunity to earn an honor point in this class if your semester grade is a B- or better. 

HOMEWORK

· Homework will be assigned on a per chapter basis.  Students are expected to work on this homework DAILY.  I will usually assign the odd problems so that you may check your answers.  The purpose of the homework is to prepare you for the quizzes and tests.  If you are having difficulty with the homework, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to seek help.

· Homework will be due at the beginning of the class period unless otherwise stated.

· In order to be successful in this class, you can expect to study at least 8 hours per week outside of class.

· You will not receive full credit for late work; partial credit will be given.  Late work will be accepted up to one day late only if ALL work is shown.  You must turn it in at the beginning of the hour the following day (if not sooner) to be accepted.  
QUIZZES

· You will have a quiz every Friday in class.  These quizzes will be based on the homework from material that we are currently studying, or any previously studied material.

TESTS

· Tests will be given at the end of each unit.  The format of the tests in this course will resemble the format of the AP Chemistry test.  

· If you are absent the day before a test, you are expected to take the test with the rest of the class. If you are absent the day of a test, you will be expected to take the test during class on the day you return.

· The AP test is a timed test.  Therefore, quizzes and tests given in this class will also be timed.  You will be made aware of the allotted time prior to each quiz/test.  No extra time will be given.

LABS

**You may be required to stay an hour after school once a week in order to complete laboratory experiments.  If you cannot comply with this time requirement, you need to see your counselor ASAP**

· We will be doing laboratory experiments on a weekly basis.  The labs will be done in class with additional lab time after school.

· Labs are to be written up in your lab notebook and will be graded.  It is important that you communicate your results clearly in your report since your college may want to review this.  The points will vary depending on the experiment itself (see attached sheet for lab report guidelines).

· You will be working with a lab partner in class.  It will be beneficial for you and your partner to work together on the pre-lab and post-lab report together, however, you are each responsible for turning in your own lab notebook.

LAB SAFETY

· For your sake and the sake of those around you, you must observe all of the lab safety rules.  If there is an accident such as chemical spills, breaking equipment or personal injury, you MUST REPORT IT TO MRS. BENTLEY IMMEDIATELY!!

· General lab rules include: wearing lab goggles, dispensing and using chemicals in the appropriate way, following all lab procedures and directions, and cleaning up your lab station.  

· Specific lab rules will be discussed prior to each lab.

· GOOFING AROUND DURING A LAB IS NOT PERMITTED!  You could hurt yourself or someone else.  If this occurs, you will not be allowed to finish the lab and have to take a zero on it.  A referral or administration intervention may also be needed.
· Students may be responsible for incurring some cost for lab breakage.
AP CHEMISTRY 

LAB REPORT GUIDELINES
**Lab reports must be in a bound notebook with quad ruled paper**

**Your name must be PRINTED on the cover of the notebook**

**All lab reports must be done in ink.  No pencil or white-out**

YOU MUST CLEARLY COMMUNICATE YOUR LAB RESULTS IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER:

TITLE PAGE - lab title, date(s) performed, your name, “my lab partner was…”

(Start a new page after the title page)

PURPOSE: What is the point of doing this lab, and what will we discover?

MATERIALS: Make 2 separate lists in this section: equipment and chemicals.

BRIEF PROCEDURE:  Summarize the steps of the lab.

DATA TABLE(S): Construct your own data table based on the measurements that will be taken during the lab.  You will fill in the data table while you are performing the lab.  Measurements must be in appropriate significant figures and contain appropriate units.

OBSERVATIONS: List any observations taken during the lab.

CALCULATIONS:  CLEARLY show the work to any calculations that were done and circle your final answer.  Be sure to use appropriate units and significant figures.  DO NOT include calculations that accompany post-lab questions.  Those calculations will be completed in the next section.  If an error analysis is not part of the post-lab questions, include those calculations here.

QUESTIONS:  Answer any post-lab questions using COMPLETE SENTENCES!  If the post lab question requires a calculation, show the work here and circle your answer.

CONCLUSION:  This should be at least a paragraph summarizing your results.  Include an error analysis and account for any error that may have occurred.  If possible, give an explanation as to how this error could be improved if the experiment were repeated.

The title page, purpose, materials, brief procedure and data table must be completed as part of your pre-lab.  You will not be allowed to perform the lab until your pre-lab is complete.  If there are pre-lab questions assigned, they should be in their own section entitled “PRE_LAB QUESTIONS” written after the procedure.  The heading of each section should be clear and underlined.  Leave at least a line or 2 in between sections.

**You and your partner are encouraged to work together to complete the lab report, however, each student must complete and turn in his or her own notebook.**
